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Green bugs, with their piercing mouth parts, suck juices from 
sorghum plants . During the feeding process toxins are injected 
into the leaves. On sorghum leaves these toxins cause reddish 
spots around the puncture left by the greenbugs feeding on the 
undersides of the leaves. These reddish areas increase in size as 
the green bug colonies expand. As the damage increases, the 
infested leaves begin to die, turning brown from the outer edges 
towards the center. Young seedlings can be killed quickly by 
greenbugs, and often the plants are dead before the grower 
realizes a problem exists in the field. Where young seedlings are 
infested, green bugs can often be found in the whorls as well as 
on the undersides of the leaves. 
Greenbugs cause serious damage to grain and forage sorghum, 
and infestations have been present for most years since 1968. 
Economic thresholds depend on plant size and growing 
conditions. Established infestations of green bugs will damage 
sorghum until it reaches the dough stage. It is recommended that 
where economic infestations are present, sprays be applied. 
Suggested guidelines for applying control measures. 
Plant size When to treat 
Less than 6 inches tall Greenbugs present; visible yellowing. 
6-11 inches tall When greenbugs average 50 per plant. 
12 inches to preboot When green bugs average 100 
Preboot to dough stage When one leaf has been killed by 
greenbugs, and less than 20% of the 
aphids are parasitized. 
Dough stage Do not spray. 
Economic damage can vary from complete loss of a field where 
seedlings are infested to severe yield reduction in fields where 
larger plants are attacked. Plants growing under moisture stress 
are more susceptible to greenbug injury than plants growing in 
adequate soil moisture. Under low moisture stress, benefits from 
insecticide treatments for green bugs are greatly increased. 
Al/ A = active ingredient per acre. 
Insecticides recommended for foliar application for greenbug control 
on sorghum. 
Insecticide Al/A Intervals and precautions 
Dimethoate 0.25 lb Do not feed or graze for 28 days. 
Do not apply more than 3 times 
per season. Do not apply after 
heading. 
(Cygon, DeFend) 
Lorsban 4E 0.25-0.5 lb Follow label precautions. Do not 
harvest for 30 days. 
Metasystox-R 0.5 lb Do not harvest for 45 days. 
#Di-Syston 0.5 lb Do not apply within 7 days for 
grain or 28 days for forage or 
fodder. Do not apply more than 
twice per season. 
* Ethyl Parathion 0.5 lb Aerial applicators only. Do not 
apply within 12 days of harvest. 
Do not spray methyl parathion or 
mixtures of methyl and ethyl 
parathion on sorghum, as plant 
injury may occur. 
Furadan 0.5 lb Do not apply after heads emerge 
from boot. 
*Di-Syston and parathion liquid sprays are recommended for 
commercial aerial applicators only. 
#Di-Syston will be recommended on condition that biotype D strain 
of greenbug is not present in the field. 
corn leaf aphid 
This insect, although prevalent, does not cause enough damage 
to justify control. The only exception is extremely heavy 
infestations under severe drought conditions. Corn leaf aphid 
appears earlier than greenbug on grain sorghum and serves as a 
host for predators and parasites of green bug, which in turn aids 
in holding down greenbug population build-up. In this respect this 
insect serves a beneficial purpose. 
cutworm 
Treat when 2% of the plants have been cut or one plant in 20 
shows leaf feeding. 
Insecticide 
Lorsban 4E 
Dylox 
Carbary! 
(Sevin) 
Carbary! 
(Sevin bait) 
Dosage 
Al/A Remarks, precautions 
1.0-1.5 lb Do not harvest for forage, hay, 
or silage within 30 days of 
application or within 60 days 
after application of rates above 1 
pt/ A. 
1.0 lb Follow label instructions. 
1.0-2.0 lb No time limitations. 
20-40 lb No limitations. 
grasshoppers 
Treat when eight or more per square yard in the field or 20 in 
field margin are counted. Grasshoppers often attack sorghum 
heads in the milk stage. 
Insecticide 
Dosage 
Al/A Remarks, precautions 
Furadan 4F 0.25 lb 
Dimethoate 0.25 lb 
Do not apply after heads emerge. 
Do not harvest or graze within 
(Cygan, De Fend) 28 days . 
1 I b Do not harvest for 30 days. Lorsban 
Sevin XLR 1.0-1.5 lb No time limitation on corn or 
sorghum for forage. Do not apply 
on sorghum grown for grain 
within 21 days of harvest. 
Ethyl Parathion 0.25 lb Experienced aerial applicators 
only. Do not harvest for 12 days. 
(CAUTION: Do not spray methyl parathion or mixtures of ethyl and 
methyl parathion on sorghum, as plant injury may occur .) 
South Dakota Poison Control Centers 
(treatment and information) 
ABERDEEN: St. Luke's Hospital, 305 South State St., 
Aberdeen, SD 57401. Phone: 605-225-2131. 
Dakota Midland Hospital, 1400 NW 15 Ave., 
Aberdeen, SD 57401. Phone: 605-225-1880 or 
1-800-592-1889, 
RAPID CITY: Rapid City Regional Hospital (East), 353 Fairmont 
Blvd., Rapid City, SD 57701. Phone: 
605-341-3333 or 1-800-7 42-8925. 
SIOUX FALLS: McKennan Hospital, 800 E. 21st Street, Sioux 
Falls, SD 57101. Phone: 605-336-3894. 
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wire worms 
Wireworms are a problem on grain and forage sorghum during 
cool, wet springs. With the increase of reduced tillage, the 
incidence of wireworm infestations is likely to increase. 
Seed treatments containing Lorsban , Lindane, or Diazinon are 
helpful in alleviating wireworm damage. Lorsban, Fu rad an, and 
Thimet are registered for greenbug as planting-time treatments 
and although not specifically registered for wireworm on sorghum, 
these insecticides may afford control at the same dosages as for 
wi rewarm control in corn. 
Reference to products is not an endorsement. Always 
refer to a current pesticide label and follow its 
instructions as a final authority on pesticide use. 
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